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Disclaimer: I hope you will find these notes helpful.  They are not a complete representation of 

the whole meeting, but rather the highlights of topics discussed.  Feel free to contact me at 

Westfield City Hall (317) 896-5570 if you have any questions. -TB 

  

 

 

June 24, 2008 

 

Agenda: 

 

1. Action Item – Waste Management  

 

2. Introduction – Community Development 

 

3. Inquiry – Downtown Development and Economic Development 

 

Intro 
Fire Chief Todd Burtron provided an overview of the Emergency Preparedness Plan he and 

Police Chief Kevin Jowitt are putting together.  The plan will encompass Westfield and 

Washington Township.  Right now, the best resource for emergency information is 

www.ready.gov.  The fire and police departments are actively putting together a more localized 

plan for citizens to follow.  In future months, WeCAN will be given a role.  Warning sirens were 

also discussed.  Currently, the warning sirens reach everywhere the entire City.  The warning 

sirens are intended to be heard when outside buildings.  While indoors, residents are advised to 

utilize an emergency radio.             

 

1.  Action Item – Waste Management 
Jim Ake, Chairman of the WeCAN Trash/Recycling Committee presented the research and 

recommendations of the Committee.  Thanks to all the Committee members that have spent their 

time working on this project: Tony Ancich (Ashfield), David Ellsworth (Carey Commons),  

Jim Ake (Centennial), Larry Stewart (Downtown), Jon Helms (Setters Run), Ted Engelbrecht 

(Silver Lakes), Tom Smith and Bruce Hauk. 

 

In addition to the PowerPoint presentation, the Zionsville and Noblesville trash/recycling 

contracts were discussed.  Zionsville demonstrates that having a contract can control fuel 

surcharges.  The provider renewed the contract without increasing any charges.  Quality of 

service if the homeowner cannot change providers was another issue.  Zionsville and Noblesville 

residents have the same if not better service with the contracts because of specifications in the 

contracts.  We would make sure to include policies to address any problems with service. 

 

Leslie Webb from the Carmel Green Initiative was introduced and applauded the initiative the 

Committee has undertaken.  

 

 

http://www.ready.gov/
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The following items were brought up and will be addressed further at the next WeCAN Meeting. 

HOAs lose the ability to shut off trash service if don’t pay HOA dues?  

Questions about bulk yard waste concerns 

Will they pickup recycle on same day as trash? 

Will there be a cost increase? 

What is recyclable? 

Require release from contract as a condition of bidding (covers non-winning contracts) 

Appearance of cans (possibly painting?) 

If you have questions/suggestions for the Committee, please email Tammy at 

tblackburn@westfield.in.gov with the details. 

 

2.  Introduction – Community Development 
 

Land Use – What is going to happen on each vacant corner? 

*Community Development meets with developers to ensure the site fits the Comprehensive Plan 

*Can’t predict what will happen, depends on many factors 

*Economic Development brings in new business 
 

Communication – Contact information for Developer or Owner for vacant lots 

*Hamilton County Map Room Online – Check parcel and any other features that will help you 

identify the property on a map.  Click on the parcel of interest.  Right click, go to View, Report, 

OK.  It will open a new window that shows you the deeded owner and address.  Call 776-8401 if 

you have any questions.    
 

Development projects – can’t find details about  

*Can access all information online – From Westfield home page, under Documents, click on      

            Document Center.  Under Departments, click on Community Development. 

*You will find agendas and minutes for the following: 

APC – Advisory Planning Commission –  

Workshops on 1
st
 Monday and Regular Meeting on 3

rd
 Monday 

BZA – Board of Zoning Appeals 

TAC – Technical Advisory Committee 
 

Strategic Plans – Where to find them? 

* Can access all information online – Check under Community Development or WeCAN 
 

Enforcement 

Community Development has a full-time code enforcement officer.  The officer can fine up to 

$300/day.  Observations are made by the code enforcement officer, other members of 

Community Development, citizens, police officers, and employees of the city.  You can report 

any infraction by going to the Citizen’s Action Center. 
 

Sign Ordinance 

Public Hearing is on July 7.  It will go before Council at the end of July/beginning of August.  

Modifications are proposed.  Currently garage sale signs are limited to 7 days for the $5 permit 

mailto:tblackburn@westfield.in.gov
http://www.co.hamilton.in.us/gis/framecounty.html
https://www.westfield.in.gov/egov/apps/action/center.egov
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fee.  The proposed changes would be to have the application and fee removed but the signs must 

be out of the right-of-way (from sidewalk to sidewalk, including medians).  If the sign is found 

placed in the right-of-way, the owner of the sign will be charged $25.  There would be a limited 

time-frame that the signs can be posted.  They would only be allowed from 6pm Friday to 6pm 

Sunday.  The requirement would apply for individual garage sales and real estate agents.  Signs 

are allowed (HOA permitting) on private property (for example, house for sale signs can be 

posted in front of the house as long as it is not in the right-of-way).  Community functions, such 

as Community Garage Sales would be exempt from some of the restrictions. 

New Appearance Review  

Community Development is looking to add a committee to review the appearance aspects of 

plans.  The Advisory Commission currently does not look at the appearance features. 

Parking 

Vehicles parked along the roadway must have the right-hand wheels of the vehicle parallel with 

and within twelve (12) inches of the right-hand curb based on Indiana Code*.   Any law 

enforcement officer can enforce this Indiana Code violation. 

*IC 9-21-16-7 

Parallel parking; roadways with adjacent curbs; regulations; motorcycles 

     Sec. 7. (a) Except as provided in subsection (b) and except where angle parking is permitted 

by local ordinance for streets under local control and by order of the Indiana department of 

transportation on streets and highways in the state highway system, including routes through 

cities and towns, a vehicle stopped or parked upon a roadway where there is an adjacent curb 

must be stopped or parked with the right-hand wheels of the vehicle parallel with and within 

twelve (12) inches of the right-hand curb. 

    (b) A motorcycle stopped or parked upon a roadway where there is an adjacent curb may be 

stopped or parked with the rear wheel of the motorcycle to the curb and with the front tire facing 

the flow of traffic. 

As added by P.L.2-1991, SEC.9. Amended by P.L.60-1998, SEC.1. 

IC 9-21-16-9  Violations; Class C infraction 

     Sec. 9. A person who violates this chapter commits a Class C infraction. 

As added by P.L.2-1991, SEC.9. 

 

3.  Inquiry – Economic Development and Downtown Westfield 
 

Economic Development 

 Where we are at and where are we going as a city? 

 Tax base, residential and commercial mix 

 What types of businesses would support the Westfield? 

 How can Westfield benefit from winning the Superbowl bid? 

 How do we keep residents in Westfield instead of going to neighboring communities to 

shop or eat? 

Downtown Westfild 

 What are plans for development/appearance/identity 

 Free Wi-Fi in Westfield (fiber optic)? 

 

If you have questions/suggestions, please email Tammy at tblackburn@westfield.in.gov with the 

details. 

mailto:tblackburn@westfield.in.gov

